The International School @ ParkCity

Pre-School
Nursery

Reception

How do our children in Pre-School learn?
The teachers in Pre-School base the curriculum and importantly the
principles and approach to learning on the British Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) framework.
Active learning, play and exploration, creativity and critical thinking are
central to EYFS. This actually reflects our approach to learning
throughout the school.
The main principles of the EYFS framework are that:
•
•

•
•
•

Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured.
Children are encouraged to develop positive relationships. A
strong partnership with parents is crucial to ensuring this
development.
The environment plays a key role in enabling and extending
children’s learning.
All areas of learning and development are equally important and
are interconnected.
Children learn in different ways and at different rates.

Our Early Years teachers are continuously assessing the children’s
development and progress through observation and dialogue with
parents is an essential part of this assessment procedure. Teachers build
up a portfolio (Learning Journey) of children’s progress through
photographs, videos and records of observations. These form the basis
for discussions with parents.

What do our children in Pre-School learn?
The framework sets out the stages of development from birth through to the end of the
Reception year. Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and
demonstrating their understanding through seven areas of learning and development
(three prime areas and four specific areas).
The prime areas are fundamental to your child’s development; they run through and
support all areas of learning. The prime areas are:
• Communication and Language – listening and attention, understanding, speaking.
• Physical Development – moving and handling, health and self-care.
•

Personal, Social and Emotional Development – making relationships, selfconfidence and self-awareness, managing feelings and behaviour.

These prime areas are essential for your child’s healthy development and future learning.
As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in four specific areas.
These are:
•

Literacy – reading and writing.

•

Mathematics – numbers, shape, space and measures.

•

Understanding the World – people and communities, the world, technology.

•

Expressive Arts and Design – exploring and using media and materials, being
imaginative.

These seven areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The curriculum is
designed to be flexible so that we can follow your child's unique needs and interests.
Therefore themes and topics are not pre-determined and no two classes will look the
same. Examples of topics we have explored in the past include ‘Dinosaurs’, ‘Space’,
‘Superheroes’, ‘Fairy Tales’ and ‘Frozen’ to name but a few.
Click here for more details on the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.

The Development of Literacy and Mathematics
From entry into Nursery, children are involved with reading and writing, expanding their
language and developing phonological awareness through stories, games, rhyme and
song. The Nursery children use Phase 1 of the Letters and Sounds programme to support
their learning. As the children move into their Reception year they continue to build on
these skills and the Reception children use Read Write Inc. as a core resource to support
learning to read. Our main reading scheme is Oxford Reading Tree, which is
supplemented by a range of popular children’s books.
At ISP we love to have fun with our Mathematics learning! Everyday we experience our
Mathematics learning through problem solving, which enables us to apply our
Mathematics knowledge and understanding to real life situations. We enjoy daily
counting activities and use rhyme and song to support our learning. In Reception we
have regular structured mathematics sessions and in Nursery more structured sessions
are planned during the week as appropriate.
All subjects are taught according the ability of the individual child and below is an
example of what will typically be covered in each term.

LITERACY

NURSERY
PHONICS

RECEPTION
PHONICS

TERM 15 – 1 WEEKS

TERM 2 – 11 WEEKS

TERM 3 – 13 WEEKS

General Sound Discrimination:
Environmental Sounds
Instrumental Sounds
Body Percussion

Voice Sounds
Alliteration
Rhythm and Rhyme

Rhythm and Rhyme
Oral Blending and Segmenting of
Simple Words

Introduction of
Continuing to build their knowledge of letter names and sounds – Speed
Read Write Inc.
Sounds Set 1
Programme – Speed
Sounds Set 1
Introduction of more complex letter sound combinations e.g. ay, ee, igh –
Oral Blending and
Speed Sounds Set 2
Linking sounds to
Segmenting of
letters, naming and
Simple Words
Using phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud
sounding some
accurately; beginning to read some simple words and sentences.
letters of the
alphabet.
Introduction of some common irregular words e.g. the, was
Throughout the year in both Nursery and Reception the children will be supported and encouraged to:

Enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities
Show an awareness of rhyme and alliteration and recognise rhythm in spoken words
Listen to and join in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small groups
Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes and stories
NURSERY AND Be aware of the way stories are structured
RECEPTION Suggest how a story might end
Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall
READING
Describe main story settings, events and principal characters
Show interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the environment
Look at books independently and handle books carefully; holding books the correct way up and turn the pages
Know that information can be relayed in the form of print
Understand that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to bottom.

NURSERY
WRITING

Throughout the year the children will be supported and encouraged to:
Give meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint.
Write own name.
**If ready and willing the children will begin to move on to the next stage of development as described below.

Throughout the year the children will be supported and encouraged to:

RECEPTION
WRITING

Give meaning to the marks they make as they draw, write and paint.
Begin to break the flow of speech into words.
Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet.
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence.
Write their own name and other things such as labels and captions.
Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds.
Write some irregular common words.
Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others with some words spelt correctly and others being
phonetically plausible.

Specialist Teachers
The children will take part in the following specialist sessions:
Physical Education (including swimming and Yoga)
Music
Mandarin
Bahasa
They will also visit the ISP school library for one session per week

Physical Education
A specialist teacher teaches Physical Education. The children learn a range of basic movement
skills through ball games, gymnastics and dance. All children partake in swimming lessons during
the year. Physical Education lessons will utilize the facilities of the Desa ParkCity Clubhouse.
RECEPTION and NURSERY
TERM 1

TERM 2

TERM 3

15 Weeks

13 Weeks

13 Weeks

Kicking and
Fundamental
controlling.
movement skills.
Throwing and
Fun and
catching. Dancing and
Co-operative games
striking

Gymnastics

Mini-Athletics
Outdoor games

Dribble, bounce, shoot
and rolling

Dance and
fundamental
movement skills
Fun and cooperative
games

Music
A specialist teacher teaches the music program at our Early Years Centre. All the children learn
about rhythm, pitch and performance skills through hands on practical activities. Wherever
possible the music curriculum is linked to the children’s current interests so that children can
make connections across subjects.
RECEPTION and NURSERY
TERM 1

TERM 2

TERM 3

15 weeks

11 weeks

13 weeks

Beat and Tempo

High and Low

Loud and Quiet

Texture

Structure

Timbre

Modern Foreign Languages
Specialist teachers for Mandarin and Bahasa deliver the language curriculum. The emphasis is on
speaking and listening in both languages. Learning takes place through the use of songs stories
and games at the Early Years Centre.
RECEPTION and NURSERY

Mandarin
TERM 1
15 weeks
Greetings
Classroom action
Numbers

TERM 2

TERM 3

11 Weeks

13 Weeks

Chinese New Year common phrases
Colours
Animals

Shapes
Basic Feelings
Characters Basic Strokes

RECEPTION and NURSERY

Bahasa
TERM 1

TERM 2

TERM 3

15 weeks

11 weeks

13 Weeks

Numbers 1-10 & 11-20
Colours
Body parts
Days & Months

Animals
Fruits & Vegetables
My family members
Greetings

Clothes
Transportations
Feelings

The best way to understand our Early Years curriculum is to visit us and we can
personally explain and show you how our children learn.
Please do come along and visit our Early Years Centre and see learning in action.

Tracy Lewis
Head of Early Years

